
 

 

HEADMASTER’S NEWSLETTER 

Friday 13th September 2019 

Headmaster’s Assembly 
In my Assembly on Monday, I continued to focus on my theme of kindness. I retold a somewhat mawkish 
but rather effective story I had heard as a child. It was about a little boy whose parents could not afford 
much. Each day, the boy would pass an ice-cream shop on his way to school and would gaze into the 
shop window, knowing his parents could only afford to give him money for an ice-cream once a year, 
on his birthday. When his annual visit finally came around, he made his way into the shop with his £2.50 
in his pocket. As it was a warm day, the place was extremely busy, but he patiently queued and waited 
for his turn. On finally arriving at the counter, he asked how much it would cost him to have two scoops. 
Hot and tired, the serving lady curtly responded that it would be £2.00 for one scoop and £2.50 for two 
scoops. The boy thought for a moment and then drew his coins out of his pocket to count them. The 
increasingly impatient serving lady tersely asked him whether he wanted an ice cream or not. He replied 
that he would have one scoop of chocolate fudge, which he was served. He presenting £2.50 to the lady. 
Bemused and irritated, the lady told him that the money would get him two scoops. “But then I wouldn’t 
have any money left for the tip”, he responded.  
 
Small acts of thoughtfulness or kindness can give other people a real lift. Pulling out a shopping trolley 
for another person also waiting to enter the supermarket, or holding a door open for someone laden 
with bags as they leave the shop might cause not just a smile of acknowledgement, but also a tiny thrill 
created by that positive connection. These small acts of kindness, if committed regularly, can be just as 
important as infrequent large gestures. If everybody tries to invest in at least one small act of kindness 
a day, then each of our lives can seem to become a kinder place. With this in mind, all of the boys were 
asked to make a concerted effort to be kind and think of the different ways they could achieve this at 
home, at school and in the local community. This challenge was then formally discussed in tutor groups, 
as reported by Mr Eaves, below. 
 
On Wednesday, Miss Mallory presented a Geography themed Assembly, which was designed to build 
on lessons taking place in class looking at the geographical events of summer 2019.  Fires in the Amazon, 
melting ice sheets and extreme weather conditions are connected. Each event is linked through the 
issue of climate change and the negative impacts of human activity on the natural environment. The 
boys were encouraged to appreciate that responsibility for global climate change should not only be 
attributed to global leaders and multi-national companies. All of us need to realise that we are culpable 
too, and that we do need to be responsible for changing our behaviour. The Eco Schools Scheme is to 
be launched at SHS, led by a committee comprising the Year 8 Sustainability Prefects, members of the 
teaching staff, senior management representatives and boys from each Year group.  This committee will 
create an action plan for changes around the school in terms of waste, resources and biodiversity.  This 
will allow the school to gain Bronze, Silver and ultimately the Green flag award through the course of 
the coming academic year. 
 
Tutor Session Report by Mr Eaves, Head of Pastoral Care 
During Tuesday's tutor session, the boys had the chance to better get to know their peers in their Tutor 
group as well as their new Tutor. Following on from Mr Doble’s Assembly, they also continued to look 
at the theme of kindness and used the time for each boy to set for himself 5 acts of kindness that he 



could look to complete. These could be both inside and outside of school and should be a real focus for 
each boy at the start of the year. The boys set a range of targets, included holding the doors open for 
people around the school, smiling at everyone who they saw or helping to pick up any litter. Other 
targets for home included helping to unload the dishwasher, tidying bedrooms without being asked and 
even to try and be kind to their siblings! We will continue to return to these acts of kindness and see 
what positives have been achieved as the term continues.  
 
Year 8 Science Field Trip - Report by Mrs Richards 
Last Friday, the Science department took Year 8 out on a field trip to Stokes Field Nature Reserve, as 
part of their syllabus to look at relationships in an ecosystem. Despite a wet start, the boys were ready 
to learn the different methods of how to sample the flora and fauna of the area. They quickly found the 
benefits and constraints of using quadrats and transects, and learnt the names of key species. We will 
use the primary data collated to discuss the abundance and biodiversity of species and make suggestions 
on the impact humans, roads or developments have on an ecosystem. A very successful afternoon – 
well done Year 8! 
 
Year 7 History Trip to the Houses of Parliament – Report by Mr Smart, Head of History 
On Wednesday, the History department took Year 7 boys to Westminster Palace to tour the Houses of 
Parliament.  The Education Office is situated at the end of Houses of Parliament, by the Royal Entrance 
and the looming Victoria Tower, which we learned is the largest tower in London and where all the 
historic documents and laws going back to Magna Carta are stored. One of the boys asked what they 
will do when they run out of space and our guide answered that that they are actually already running 
out of space and they are planning to relocate them all in the next few years. 
 
The Houses of Parliament are probably the most secure buildings in London and we had to go through 
airport-like security and metal detectors, but unlike some airports we were all processed quite quickly. 
 
Once inside, we were treated to a very interesting and colourful film about the history of Parliament 
and how it progressed from a group of Barons discussing taxes with the Monarch to the elected Houses 
and law-making body it is today.  Then we were divided in to groups and started the tour. This was my 
sixth tour of Parliament, but I never grow tired of it and always learn something new. This time I learnt 
about the not so secret location of the royal loo in the Queen’s Changing rooms!  On a more serious 
note, I heard the legend that President Charles De Gaulle had refused to use certain rooms because they 
show huge panoramic portraits of the Battles of Waterloo and Trafalgar. Our guide informed us this was 
partly correct, that he had used the rooms for his Reception, but the pictures had been covered by 
curtains and this practice continued apparently with visiting French Heads of State until the 1970s. 
 
The Year 7 groups were taken briskly through the House of Lords with its red theme, then through the 
central lobby where we saw a TV crew preparing to broadcast. Then it was on to the House of Commons 
with its war damaged entrance doors flanked by Sir Winston Churchill, David Lloyd-George, Clement 
Attlee and Margaret Thatcher. 
 
Despite my regular visits, I am always struck by how small the Chamber is. We popped in to the "No" 
lobby, which must have been quite a busy place in recent weeks and where our guide explained 
brilliantly how laws are passed and how Government works. We then looked closely at the Government 
benches, the Opposition and the now somewhat famous Speaker’s Chair. It was a very busy morning; 
the boys enjoyed themselves enormously and learnt a great deal about democracy, British history and 
values.  



 
Sports Report by Mr Davison, Director of Sport 
This report comes direct from the Mont Blanc Massif, and the SHS Charity Alpine Trip. I am so proud to 
be working for a school which so actively supports others who are less fortunate, and this trip is a 
wonderful example. Nineteen SHS current and former parents are taking on serious summits here in the 
Alps in support of ChildBereavementUK. This year's version has proved record breaking - over £25k 
raised in support of this wonderful cause... WOW! 
 
And back to the boys’ sport - what a wonderful afternoon of football we enjoyed delivering for the Year 
3 and Year 4 open Games lesson. It was great to see so many parents there in support - thank you. 
 
The joy continued on the Saturday morning at our SHS U11 football Tournament. A strong start by the 
SHS U11A team was followed by a wobble in the final group games. Thankfully, this proved to be a wake-
up call and the team won both the main semi-final and a tight match in the final to be crowned 
Champions! Very well done! 
 
The U11s and U10s have been in action this week and well done to all those involved, including the 
Piranhas! Our very best wishes to the Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 boys in action on Friday and over the 
weekend. It’s lovely to be back in the swing of things. 
 
Team of the Week 
Congratulations to all the boys in Team of the Week: 

• Charlie Moffatt 
• Conor Lloyd 
• Ernie Hill 
• Shayan Khurshid 
• Riley Osborne 
• Piers Samuels 
• Victor Mudry 
• Charlie Vignon 
• Reuben Galaun 
• Rory Conway 
• Amar Shah 
• Zach Patel 
• Ayush Agrawal 
• Gabriel Mungavin 
• Seva Musatov 

 
‘Wetpups’ from South Africa 
This week, we were delighted to welcome to our school 6 boys and a member of staff from Western 
Province Prep School (affectionately known as ‘Wetpups’) in South Africa. The boys will stay with SHS 
families for two weeks and will attend lessons and experience life in a British Prep School.  I understand 
that they are very excited to explore London and a full range of activities has been planned for them. A 
huge thank you to the SHS families who are hosting them. 
 
Outside Achievements 
I was delighted to hear how Ben Clarke (Year 7) relished a summer residential course with the National 
Children’s Orchestra. Ben reports on his time: 



‘During the summer holidays I spent a week at Port Regis School in Dorset with the National Children’s 
Orchestra of Great Britain. Before going on the course, I felt extremely nervous as I was going to be 
away from home for a whole week and I didn’t know what to expect. I didn’t need to worry though, 
because the people there were some of the most amazing, inspiring and fun people I have ever met; 
students and staff alike. The school had amazing facilities - I am not only talking about the boarding 
house that I slept in, but also the canteen, the auditorium that we played in, the treehouse and the 
obstacle course. All the people working on the course – the music tutors and the social staff were 
brilliant. The conductor, Andrew Morley, was fun and relatable and he always had a joke ready to tell 
his orchestra. During the week, I learnt eight pieces on the theme of Heroes and Villains. The pieces 
were as follows. The Overture from the Theme of Mary Poppins, Le Cid by Massenet, The Love Theme 
from The Godfather, Aladdin by Carl Nielson, Romeo and Juliet The Montagues and Capulets by Serge 
Prokofiev, Princess Leia’s Theme from Star Wars, The Death of Falstaff, a mixture of some of the pieces 
from The Phantom Of the Opera by Andrew Lloyd Webber, Dambusters’ March by Eric Coates and a 
great finale of Pirates Of The Caribbean.  I really hope I can go again next year because I learnt lots of 
great things on this course and made loads of brilliant friends.’ 
 
Congratulations also to Kit Lockard (Year 7) who achieved a high pass for his Grade 5 Rock School Drum 
exam over the summer. Well done Kit! 
 
And Finally… 
It was wonderful to see so many families at the Year 5 and 6 Parents’ Briefings this week and I look 
forward to seeing Year 7 and 8 parents next week. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Kevin Doble 
Headmaster 


