
 

 

HEADMASTER’S NEWSLETTER 

Friday 17th January 2020 

 
Headmaster’s Assembly 
In last week’s Assembly, I discussed predictions of life in 2020 and I asked the boys to think forward to 
2040 and imagine what our world will be like then. It has been fascinating to hear their predictions for 
life in the future. A common thread was complete domination by robots, with artificial intelligence 
becoming ubiquitous. Another focus was space travel, including humans colonising Mars, just like the 
Jetsons cartoon (which was set in 2020!). I explained that there are some things that robots will never 
be able to do, not least of which is the capacity to be able to express empathy and/or sympathy; 
something which is unique to the human race. With this in mind, I explored jobs that need to have 
emotional intelligence at their heart. These included being an exceptional doctor or nurse, a journalist 
or author, and being a teacher. As part of their tutor session, I asked the boys to think of other jobs 
where it would be difficult for robots to succeed. 
 
Wednesday’s Assembly – Mr Francis 
On Wednesday, Mr Francis delivered an Assembly on some strange but true events from British History. 
Some of the bizarre stories included in the presentation were: Henry III being given a polar bear by the 
King of Norway to add to his menagerie of animals housed in the Tower of London; the banning of 
people celebrating Christmas during the period when England was a republic, ruled by Oliver Cromwell; 
Admiral Horatio Nelson’s body being preserved in a barrel of rum to bring it home to England after his 
death in the Battle of Trafalgar; and the theft of the 1966 Football World Cup trophy four months before 
the tournament was played (later discovered in bushes in South London by a dog called Pickles!). 
 
Headmaster’s Commendation 
Hearty congratulations to Saahir Kapoor (Year 6) on his award of a Headmaster’s Commendation in the 
presence of his parents in Assembly on Wednesday. Just before Christmas, Saahir designed and made a 
marvellous Random Act of Kindness Advent Calendar, which he brought into school. The calendar took 
him many hours to make and his efforts were a fine example of kindness and compassion.  
 
Merit Badges 
In Assembly on Wednesday, I had the pleasure in awarding Merit Badges, recognising each recipient’s 
behaviour for learning in Work Card two. Congratulations to all of the boys whose names can be found 
on the news section of our website here: https://www.shrewsburyhouse.net/merit-badges-3/ 
 
Tutor Session Report by Mr Eaves, Head of Pastoral Care 
As we enter 2020, the boys took the opportunity to consider how different life might be twenty years 
from now. They also completed the challenge that Mr Doble set them in Assembly on Monday of 
predicting the jobs that robots could be undertaking twenty years from now as well as the sort of jobs 
that could never be done by a robot. 4LR decided that the biggest change to life would be our diet and 
the fact that we would be eating a lot less meat and more meat substitutes, lab-grown meat or even 
insect burgers! Other predicted changes included flying cars, settling on Mars and the hope that England 
might win the Football World Cup! When considering jobs that robots could never do, the boys included 
comedians and all entertainment related jobs, sports commentators, midwives, teachers, policemen, 
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politicians and judges to name a few. The boys were also adamant that no robot would ever be in a 
position to run their own company. The understanding of the need for empathy and the skill of being 
able to talk to people and interact with each other really came through during these fascinating tutor 
discussions. 
 
PSHE Report by Mrs McKeown, Head of SMSC & PSHE 
This week Years 3, 5 and 6 have been discussing ‘Healthy Relationships’ and how their actions affect 
themselves, as well as others.  They have also considered the importance of stopping, taking a step back 
and thinking ‘What if…’.  Year 4 has looked at ‘Valuing Differences’ as part of their topic on 
Relationships.  The core theme for Year 7 & 8 was ‘Personal Identity’ and discussions were based on 
identifying skills and strengths, the ability to accept helpful feedback and developing and maintaining a 
healthy self-concept.  
 
Plus Prizes 
Congratulations to the following boy who has received his second plus prize: 
Raleigh: Saahan Kapoor 
 
Congratulations to the following boys who have received their first plus prizes: 
Drake:  Harry Gregor, Michael le Roux, Hugo Ridley, Iestyn Rowe and Piers Samuels 
 
Grenville: Adam Davies, Myles Dickinson, Henry Hulme, Rayan Hussain, Philip Mikkelsen, Leo Saarinen, 
Jimmy Sinclair, Joseph Stankovski, Felix Thorburn and Luca Tresigne 
 
Nelson: Ben Clarke, Thomas Hill, Anthony Howard, Max Howarth,  Peter Itani, Aaryan Kamath, Felix 
Lahnstein, Edward Lyons, John McBrien, Lewis Ridley-Smith and Rufus White 
 
Raleigh: Arran Blevins, Ronny Dogra, Joseph Donald, Ben Ellis, Luke Lobban, Hamish MacLennan, Alex 
Simpson and Tom Simpson 
 
History Talk: Squadron Leader Bob Tuxford AFC RAF – his career and the Falklands War  
Mr Smart, Head of History, reports: ‘On Wednesday night, SHS was very honoured to welcome Squadron 
Leader Bob Tuxford AFC TP RAF (retd) to our school for his talk about his career in the RAF and his role 
in the Falklands War.  Bob had joined the RAF when he was 18 years old and rose to become a Test Pilot 
and a Squadron Leader, but it is his role in the war for which he is most remembered. 
  
Bob spoke of his long career and about Operation ‘Black Buck One’ where he flew a Victor K2 tanker 
alongside the Vulcan bomber during its raid on the Argentine-held Stanley Airfield. He confirmed the 
challenges and dangers of this raid as they flew 6000 miles through the night over the South Atlantic in 
to a warzone and how, at any moment, they may have had refuelling problems as two other aircraft had 
experienced this.  I think many of us were struck by the reminder about how technology that we rely 
upon now, was not present then. This included how the RAF aircrews were briefed in a dark tent on 
Ascension Island without the benefit of a single computer and only one calculator amongst them. 
Afterwards, he took a number of interesting questions from the boys and the audience. 
  
The talk attracted a large crowd with our boys, parents, staff members, SHOBS and friends from the 
local community, including members from the Star and Garter, joining us for the talk.  Bob was very 
pleased and spoke very warmly about the boys adding that they ‘were a credit to the School, and asked 
some very pertinent questions; confirmation indeed that they showed a genuine interest in the subject.’ 



  
Linda Parker – History Talk 
Back in October, Linda Parker came to talk about her new book on ‘Airborne Chaplains of the Second 
World War’ due to the fact that one SHOB was an Airborne Chaplain in the Second World War and his 
story features in her book.  The book is available now from the publishers Helion, online and from all 
good bookshops. 
 
Eco Committee Update by Miss Mallory 
We’ve enjoyed a fabulous outcome to the bottle top challenge.  Counting is still taking place, but the 
numbers to date are: 

• Drake 2329 
• Grenville 1993 
• Raleigh 2461 
• Nelson 4915 

Eco committee members will be busy counting the corks early next week.  The collection bin is 
overwhelming and so a great response to date! Please carry on collecting both bottle tops and corks as 
we will continue to collect these in the future. 
 
Sports Report by Mr Davison, Director of Sport 
From the first day of term we have been supporting sports events for our pupils every day so lots to 
celebrate! We are into the meat of the rugby season now and the boys have had to make the challenging 
transition not just to the new sport, but also in shaking off the Christmas break. 

Last week saw the Senior U13 teams take on Cranmore, the Year 5 U10 teams travel to Danes Hill, the 
Year 4 U9 teams enjoy an afternoon in matches with King’s House and the Y3 U8 teams host Danes Hill 
in “tag” matches on the All Weather Surface (AWS). Add to that additional matches for the Year 5 U10 
teams on Saturday and you get a sense of the many opportunities to represent the school in our first 
week back. All the boys who represented the above teams can be proud of their efforts. We do not hide 
from challenge here and it is safe to say that many of the Shrewsbury House School (SHS) teams in action 
showed great resilience this week. It’s wonderful to report that SHS boys react, adapt and raise 
performances in response to challenges. This was most evident in the Year 5 U10 group who had the 
luxury of two match events in the first four days of the term – real progress made in a very short time. 

And so to this week and further events with our friends from Danes Hill and King’s House schools. The 
Year 6 U11 took on a very strong peer group from Danes Hill on Tuesday and both the Senior U13 and 
U12 teams ran out against King’s House on Wednesday – enjoying a very successful afternoon and again; 
there was clear evidence of fast and significant progress being made by our senior rugby players.  

Yesterday marked the first of six Rugby Festivals and Tournaments we will host this term. I am proud 
that we remain as a school ready, willing and expert in delivering festivals, not just for our own pupils, 
but also for those from many other schools. The Year 5 U10 festival held on the AWS at our Ditton Road 
site involved fifteen teams, each playing five matches. Without exception, the feedback we have 
received regarding the organisation, hospitality, atmosphere, quality of playing experience and expert 
officiating has been wholly positive – my sincere thanks to all those who played their part (not least of 
whom were the SHS Year 5 U10A team!). The boys charged with representing the school did a wonderful 
job, losing just one match to a fantastic Donhead team - well done, Donhead!  

Today is the turn of the Year 4 U9 boys and another fifteen teams visiting our school this afternoon. The 
best of luck to the SHS Year 4 U9A team in action – make those tackles boys! 



Good fortune also to the Senior U13 and U12 rugby teams in action tomorrow in matches with our 
friends from Moulsford School – please no more rain! Have a great weekend! 
 
Teams of the Week 
There are two sets of Teams of the Week. Well done to all of the boys listed below: 
 
Team of the Week (W/C 6th January) 

1. Hugh Jacobs 
2. Charlie Babb 
3. Rafe Buxton 
4. Henry McNamara 
5. Tom Saunders 
6. Henry Heilpern 
7. Luke Adams 
8. Gabriel Mungavin 
9. Max Verdult 
10. Charlie Vignon 
11. Archie Rae 
12. Zach Patel 
13. Felix Lahnstein 
14. Josh Lyons 

 
Team of the Week (Junior) 

1. Joshua Brown 
2. Aiden Zhang 
3. Jonty Rae 
4. Oliver Campbell 
5. Yigit Pazarceviren 
6. Hugo Norris 
7. Charlie Baenziger 
8. Zach Hitchins 
9. Joseph Lowery 
10. Felix Thorburn 
11. Jack Webster 
12. Gethin Davies 
13. Tobias Dent 
14. Alexander Das Wermes 
15. Magnus Hansen 
16. Hugo Ridley 
17. Arthur Tolson 

 
Teams of the Week (W/C 13th January) 

1. Philip Ellinghorst 
2. Barnaby Norris 
3. Anton Stepanek 
4. Oliver Leader 
5. Caspar Maxwell Randeria 
6. Gerard van der Goes 
7. Freddie Wolff 
8. Zac Heslop 
9. Ben Clarke 



10. Rafe Buxton 
11. Jack Williams 
12. William Cutler 

 
Team of the Week (Junior) 

1. Luke Adams 
2. Jax Winterbottom 
3. Tristan Mercer 
4. Luke Lobban 
5. Luca Foenander 
6. Rory Conway 
7. Victor Mudry 
8. Ruairidh Macgregor Watson 
9. Oliver Starling 
10. Kingsley Jones 
11. Alex Love 
12. Adam Davies 

 
Rugby - Green Laces 
Congratulations to Hugo Ridley (Year 4) and Victor Mudry (Year 5), who were awarded a pair of green 
laces in Assembly this week. The award recognises the excellent sportsmanship they have recently 
shown. Hugo was awarded his for ‘helping another player in a match against Cranmore School’ and 
Victor awarded his for ‘playing extremely well against Danes Hill, but, more importantly, he was 
referenced by a Danes Hill teacher for demonstrating respect on and off of the pitch’. Well done to both 
boys. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Kevin Doble 
Headmaster 


