
 

 

HEADMASTER’S NEWSLETTER 

Friday 20th March 2020 

 
Monday Assembly 
Mrs Macallister took the Assembly on Monday, and spoke about how important now, more than ever, 
kindness, contribution, compassion and integrity are. She discussed a notion of ‘The Dash’ by Henry 
Nouwen, which ponders the importance of how we live our lives. The dash on a tombstone being our 
life from cradle to its end. What matters is how we make our dash count. She also looked at the concept 
of ‘Everyday Greatness’ by Steve Covey, and that, every single one of us can do ordinary things in 
extraordinary ways, and display our own versions of everyday greatness. It’s not about trophies or 
status, but about one life touching another. In these uncertain times, we need to look for the joy in life 
and look after one another. Over the weekend, we saw Italians all singing together from their balconies, 
across blocks of flats, confined in their homes, finding joy even in difficult times.  

Mrs Macallister told the boys that it is important to look at what they can do to be an ‘everyday hero’: 
maybe this could be as a family making sure that any elderly neighbours are safe, or helping parents 
with siblings, or housework. Small gestures can really touch people’s lives. She also read out to the 
school one of her favourite quotes by Ralph Waldo Emerson about success, which is so important to 
think about.   

What is success? To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the 
affection of children; to learn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false 
friends; to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to leave the world a bit better, whether 
by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know even one life has 
breathed easier because you have lived.  This is to have succeeded.  

 
Scholarship News 
We have had a number of boys sitting a host of Scholarships over the past few months. Well done to all 
of them, for preparing, working hard at honing their skills and then sitting the various assessments. We 
are very proud of you all.  

We would like to mention the following, who have been awarded Scholarships to their senior schools: 

PUPIL TYPE OF SCHOLARSHIP SCHOOL 
Felix Scambler                   Art Charterhouse School 
Rafe Buxton                       Music  Cranleigh School 
Nicholas Murfin                Sport Hampton School 
Joseph Stankovski Drama                         Lancing School 
George Hennessy            Sport  Reed’s School 
Leo Saarinen                      Academic   Royal Grammar School 
Paul Ellinghorst                 Art 

Sport 
Weekly Boarding Scholarship      

Whitgift School 

William Ashworth            Music    Sherbourne School 
Kyle McTurk                       Academic St John’s School 
Finn Haldane                      Sport  St John’s School 
Thomas Incledon              Sport  St John’s School 



 
Thomas Hatcher and Phoenix Kellah-Nash have passed through into their senior schools via 
Scholarship, with some commendable performances.  
 
Year 5 French and Music Assembly Report by Miss Barnes and Madame Toussaint 
On Thursday morning there a French atmosphere pervaded the school, thanks to Year 5. The French 
and Music Department collaborated to host a Year 5A French Assembly. The boys talked about French 
celebrations throughout the year such as Le Poisson d’avril, La Fête Nationale and Noël. The Assembly 
was broadcast throughout the school using our video conference system, with pupils watching from 
their own Tutor Groups. It was a huge success, especially as the other Year 5 boys were able to join the 
Grand Finale with a French sing-a-long in their own rooms to “La France le matin”. Bravo les garçons! 
 
Year 4 Production – ‘The Wind in the Willows’ 
The Year 4 boys worked incredibly hard on their acting and singing skills to produce a production that 
wonderfully encapsulated this adaptation of Kenneth Grahame’s classic tale. Whether it was through 
portraying boastful Mr Toad (or Toads in this case), Rattys, Moles, the grumpy badger, or any of the 
other wildlife and inhabitants of the wood, the boys showed real camaraderie and resilience.  They did 
a remarkably good job in learning their lines over a very short period of time and their singing was 
beautiful.  We are very proud of each of every one of them; their filmed performance is indicative of 
their hard work. Special thank you to the Year 4 Sport staff and English staff who supported the 
rehearsals, Mrs Cross as director, Mr Driscoll for the lights, the Theatre Club boys who designed the 
backdrops and Miss Barnes for her work on the music.  Well done to all of the parents for providing such 
colourful and exciting costumes and a big well done to all of the Year 4 boys! 
 
Townsend-Warner History Prize Competition Report by Mr Smart 
This year, all the SHS Scholars entered the Townsend-Warner History Prize competition, one of the 
oldest institutions in the Prep School world, now in its 135th year. The first paper was written at the start 
of term and we learned that four boys made it through to Paper 2: Alfie Mitchell, Yacine El Bachir, Milo 
Hamilton-Raimondi and Otto Hamilton-Raimondi. A few weeks ago, these boys sat the 2 hour paper 
and anxiously awaited their results. They all did really well finishing in the Top 200 of the country; the 
organisers said that 1036 students entered and a record 81 schools took part. This is a great 
achievement and I have been very impressed by the efforts and commitment of all the boys who took 
part this year. Well done! 
 
Year 6 River Basin Models Report by Miss Malory, Head of Geography 
Year 6 students were asked to produce models on river basins to support their studies in Geography 
lessons this term. Students could use any materials and use these models as an educational tool to show 
the different landforms and processes.  The result was spectacular and it was a challenge to judge the 
winner. The boys were certainly innovative in their creations, including one which had actual running 
water powered by solar energy!  Mr Davison, a keen Geographer, took on the difficult task of judging.  
Many thanks for all the tremendous work put into these models.  They have provided an excellent 
display in the New Block corridor. 
1st Place: Alex Morawitz       Runners-up: Casper Maxwell Randeria and Frederick von Kaltenborn 
 
Sports Report by Mr Davison, Director of Sport 
Strange and worrying times we find ourselves in. I trust and hope that in every regard you and your 
families are well, and are set to weather the coming weeks. 



There has been no competition sport with any other school in the past week, so no matches, events or 
notable performances to record. Of course that does not mean the boys have been idle – we have 
launched whole-heartedly into the House Pentathlon event. ALL boys from Years 3 - 8 compete in run, 
throw and jump events in their Games lessons. Your sons have shown great progress and (as is usual) 
strong determination to do their best for their House. Results to follow. 

Look after yourselves, your sons and all your loved ones. I and the rest of the Sports Team, will be on 
the end of the phone/line/screen to support.  
 
Swim Length Programme – Spring Results 
In each swim lesson for boys in Years 3-5, Mrs Campbell records the number of lengths swum by those 
boys who arrive on time, change promptly and get into the pool first (up to the point when half the class 
is ready to start). These lengths are recorded in each lesson and the winners (who received pluses for 
their efforts) are noted below. Well done to all! 

YR3 A   No of    
 

YR3 B   No of    

First Name Surname lengths Position 
 

First Name Surname lengths Position 

Yigit Pazarceviren 38 1 
 

Ethan Luo 14 1 

Jonty Rae 36 2 
 

Barney Mitchell 14 1 

Charlie Fox 28 3 
 

Jack  Wright 14 1 

Sam Cruise 16 4 
 

Rafe Ramanandi 12 4 

         
YR3 C   No of    

 
YR3 D   No of    

First Name Surname lengths Position 
 

First Name Surname lengths Position 

Max Bareham 36 1 
 

William Sayers 28 1 

George Russell 24 2 
 

Joshua Brown 26 2 

Rory Reynolds 22 3 
 

Aiden Zhang 24 3 

Pip Mitchell 14 4 
 

Marcus Santinon 20 4 

         
YR4 A   No of    

 
YR4 B   No of    

First Name Surname lengths Position 
 

First Name Surname lengths Position 

Luca Tobler Borsting 28 1 
 

Jake Thomas 84 1 

Alexander Das Wermes 26 2 
 

William Frost 44 1 

Hector Thom 24 2 
 

Harry Sargent 36 3 

Gabriel Welsh 12 4 
 

Joseph  Badenoch 34 4 

River Kellah-Nash 12 4 
     

         



YR4 C   No of    
 

YR4 D   No of    

First Name Surname lengths Position 
 

First Name Surname lengths Position 

Ben Ellis 42 1 
 

Felix Thorburn 34 1 

Cameron Bell 36 2 
 

Thomas Brown 26 2 

Felix Worden 28 3 
 

Daniel  Haywood 24 3 

Alexander Curle 20 4 
 

Hari Gill 18 4 

         
YR5 A   No of    

 
YR5 B   No of    

First Name Surname lengths Position 
 

First Name Surname lengths Position 

Myles Dickinson 34 1 
 

Luke Williams 62 1 

Josh Barlow 32 2 
 

Archie Rae 50 2 

Alex Peace 30 3 
 

Brannon Woods 32 3 

Joe Hackshall 18 4 
 

Alex Love 28 4 

         
YR5 C   No of    

 
YR5 D   No of    

First Name Surname lengths Position 
 

First Name Surname lengths Position 

Oliver  Ross 72 1 
 

Tristan Mercer 58 1 

Amar Shah 64 2 
 

Henry Heilpern 32 2 

Charles Vignon 42 3 
 

Kingsley Jones 24 3 

Oliver  Boosey 24 4 
 

Arun Stewart 22 4 

Charles Hulme 24 4 
     

 
Artist of the Week by Mrs Kheir, Head of Art 
Having finished his Futurism topic, Henry Hulme (Year 7) moved onto a self-directed piece of work. He 
has painted a fabulous abstract avocado on A2 using acrylic paint. A superb Artist of the Week 
celebration. Thank you Henry. 
 
Building Imagination 
This is a message from one of our After-School club providers: 
‘To ensure students continue receiving opportunities to further their skills and knowledge during this 
unprecedented time, we are providing online tuition in coding, robotics and STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art & design and maths).  Our team are providing online tuition for children aged 7+. These 
are available in a range of subjects including Block Coding, Virtual Reality Design, JavaScript, Python, 3D 
modelling & Robotics. We use project-based learning to give children opportunities to explore their 
creativity.  
 



We have options for students to book courses and borrow/buy robotics kit and educational tech to work 
with in their home. We have a broad selection of different courses to choose from, including Micro:bits, 
Ozobots, VR Design, Coding with Scratch or Python and Game Design. In the coming weeks we will also 
be launching our virtual classroom, for groups of 4-6 students to collaboratively work on projects 
remotely under the guidance of our team. To facilitate online tuition, robotics kits can be purchased or 
borrowed as part of our teaching program.’ For more information visit: 
https://www.buildingimagination.co.uk/so/11N3jxmrT?cid=00000000-0000-0000-0000-
000000000000#/main  
 
Finally 
A personal message from me: we face significant trials and great uncertainty in the coming weeks and 
months. Every one of the staff at SHS – whether teachers or those in the support teams – is looking to 
pull together so that our community remains close and engaged. Please look after yourselves and do 
stay in touch with us. I hope to see you all much sooner than the predictions suggest. 
 
Kevin Doble 
Headmaster 
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