
 

 

 

HEADMASTER’S NEWSLETTER 

Friday 3rd July 2020 

 

 

Final Year Group Assemblies 

Over the course of this week at SHS, we have been celebrating the success of the boys in a series of Year 

group virtual Final Assemblies. I delivered my congratulations to them by video from my study while the 

majority of the boys sat in classrooms or halls mere metres away. It was certainly very odd to hear the 

echo of my voice in a room next door; it was even stranger to speak to the boys and congratulate them 

on an enormously successful year, without actually seeing them. Whilst it has been disappointing to not 

end the academic year with the traditional Speech and Sports Day, it was wonderful today to be able to 

present the Year 8 leavers with their awards and prizes in person, whilst live-streamed to parents 

watching at home.  

 

This term should have been Year 8’s turn to enjoy the spotlight and revel in the myriad events, trips and 

celebrations that were due to them. But they have not complained. They have sought to make the very 

most of the opportunities that the staff have worked so hard to provide for them. Our Year 8 boys leave 

Shrewsbury House as a vintage year. I am so very proud of this eclectic, richly talented, kind and aware 

cohort of leaders. We wish them all the very best as they continue their educational journey at their 

senior schools in September. 

 

New Head Announcement 

I was delighted to hear that Joanna Hubbard has been appointed as my successor from Easter 2021. I 

entirely endorse the sentiments of Darren Johns, Chair of Governors, that Joanna is the ideal person to 

lead our wonderful school, as well direct the business of the whole Trust. 

 

Tutor Session Report by Mr Eaves, Head of Pastoral Care 

This week has given the boys the opportunity to bid a fond farewell to their tutors ahead of the summer 

break. It has been a truly remarkable year, but we have continued to be buoyed by the energy and 

enthusiasm that the boys have brought to these sessions, especially throughout the lockdown period. 

Lockdown has also seen a number of 'firsts' in SHS tutor session history! Never before have we enjoyed 

Oasis sing-alongs, scavenger hunts, animal noise humming competitions or live scrambled egg making 

challenges! Very well done to all of the boys for their fantastic efforts this year. Have a wonderful and 

very well deserved summer holiday! 

 

Plus Prizes 

Congratulations to the following boys who have received their fourth plus prize: 

Drake: Oscar Freeman 

Nelson: Oliver Hill 

Raleigh: George Day 

 

Congratulations to the following boys who have received their third plus prize: 

Drake: William Ashworth, Max Bareham and Jake Thomas 

Grenville: Christian Dickinson, Liam Gopal and Michael Tribelhorn 



Nelson: Toby Craig, Alexander Da Costa, Saahir Kapoor, Caspar Maxwell Randeria, Alex Morawitz, 

Kiran Sagoo, Nilay Sagoo, Harry Sargent, Elija Spencer and Luke Williams 

Raleigh: Lucas Cornelsen, Ernie Hill, Saahir Kapoor, Alex Morawitz, Archie Rae and Hiro Setterfield 

 

Congratulations to the following boys who have received their second plus prize: 

Drake: William Cutler and Ben Moffatt 

Nelson: Freddie Fox, Tom Noble and Rufus White 

 

House Scores: 

Drake:   189.7            Grenville: 180.7                   Nelson:   180.9                    Raleigh:  170.0 

 

Year 8 Post-CE Programme – Report by Mr Leek, Head of Year 8 

Five amazing weeks of the online Post-CE Programme completed, TICK!  The boys have completed such 

an array of challenges, presentations and projects, and we have been lucky enough to have had so many 

talks from some amazing people from all over the world. We owe an enormous amount of gratitude to 

all our wonderful guests and to all the staff for making the programme so varied and enjoyable. I cannot 

write this without mentioning the commitment of the boys who have all logged-on religiously for the 

programme’s entirety and they have completed Year 8 in tremendous style, considering the limitations 

we have been under.  Enjoy the summer Year 8 leavers, I am so proud of all that you have achieved over 

the last year as senior boys. Good luck in your new schools. I will be retiring to my garage renamed the 

‘Leeky Arms’ for a responsible pint of my favourite tipple!  

 

Please see the report below from Rafe Buxton for this week’s round up and Saahan Kapoor’s report for 

the whole five week summary: 

 

‘This final week has been sad, but engaging at the same time. We have had the chance to see our friends 

again at school and this really has helped the Year 8 boys to be together in the final days at SHS.  

 

Over the past week we have had the privilege of having Sarah Fell come and talk to us about the amazing 

opportunities that are available if you take up animation. You do not just have to be a good drawer. We 

were also able to share our TPR projects which we had been working on over the Term. It was inspiring 

to see all the boys come up and create these amazing fundraising ideas.  

 

There was some amazing drumming with Nick which was an eye-opener just seeing what you can 

achieve by just watching a video. We must not forget the fascinating talks that were held over the last 

week, such as the UN talk by Nicole Kantner which was about child rights and the boys were struck by 

how there is a different world outside the bubble that we are in. The Waterloo talk which explained so 

vividly the strategies of how the battle played out. We also had a very interesting talk and activity from 

Mr Nicholas which was about farming and how to make a profit. In my case I lost money, but most of 

the boys managed to gain a good sum for the first year! 

 

We were also able to listen to this extremely sad and uplifting story by Theo which gripped us all. This 

was about him and his family, how Theo’s father died and then his mother died over such a short time. 

He was left to look after his younger brother and sister. His main message was to ‘embrace everything’ 

and we were all sad and moved by this talk. Some other highlights were the quiz by Mr Rush which 

everyone enjoyed. The cooking which has been a monstrosity of different types of food for this week. 

We prepared and created a chocolate risotto which melted in our mouths. This was a great send off as 

it was our last ever online lesson at Shrewsbury House.  

 



The boys also showed off their ‘This is my Project’. This was a project where we designed various places 

such as a golf course and a cinema. We were lucky enough to go to AHL. We had an action packed day 

playing golf, football, athletics including running, long jump, cricket ball throw and shot putt. It was a 

relief for many of the boys to get out of the house and do some exercise. We all just wanted to do the 

most simple of activities! It was so interesting to see how a little activity in a group is enough to make 

the Year 8s happy. With all of this active energy we were able to relax with a mindfulness lesson held by 

Madame Kelk. I would just like to say a BIG thank you to Mr Leek and the other staff who introduced us 

to a whole host of different people and have created this amazing programme which has filled the last 

5 weeks. I am sure that all the boys can agree that being able to see each other at school has had a huge 

impact as we never imagined that our last time seeing our friends at school would be before Easter.’ 

 

Summary of the Year 8 Programme by Saahan Kapoor 

‘On my penultimate day as a Year 8 pupil I have had the opportunity to sit back and reflect on my last 

few week at SHS. The circumstances have been far from normal and the Year 8s were worried about 

how the post-CE programme was going to work online, but I have to say our expectations have been 

exceeded. Given the current challenges, Mr Leek and his team have done an exceptional job and have 

worked tirelessly. From week one right until the end of the programme, the activities have been highly 

engaging, exciting, and enjoyable. Each day has been packed with a full structure, kicked off with a 

fitness workout by Mr Spires and even some of the boys, which energised us right from the start of the 

day.  

 

Some of the highlights of the first week included various SHOB’s talks (which has provided us a real 

insight into life at senior school), an extremely important and informative talk on gambling and gaming 

and the issues faced with them, and making biscotti biscuits (amongst other delicious treats) with Mr 

Greenwood in a ‘Live SHS Bake Off’. This was a great start to the course and kept us intrigued as to what 

was to come.  

 

Over the next few weeks our curiosity was answered! The weeks were packed with quizzes (a highlight 

being Mr Barnett’s random knowledge quiz which had types of chicken), talks from charities and 

individuals such as Project Turnover and Anthony Tucker-Jones which were fascinating, educational as 

well as emotional and touching. Other fun activities included Miss Mallory's Travel cost challenge, which 

I would compare to the program Race Across the World and Mr Lennon’s son Nick (a professional 

drummer) who went to extraordinary efforts to help us produce some spectacular music made from 

just tapping and the dancing lessons (which will be our Year 8 signature dance).  

 

Overall, the activities (which there are too many of to name) did not only keep us occupied, but were 

thoroughly enjoyable and kept us entertained. The final weeks of SHS have been quite different to what 

we would have usually experienced. However, this course has kept us engaged, provided everyone with 

life skills which we may not have normally been exposed to and has given us more of an insight of the 

world outside 107 Ditton Road; our second home for the last six years. The added bonus was of course 

being able to spend a few priceless days with our friends at school. As we all embark upon our senior 

schools and become SHOBs (the irony), on behalf of the whole of Year 8 we would like to express our 

gratitude to Mr Leek and the Shrewsbury House staff who have not only put together this fantastic 

course in such a short period of time, but have also over the years prepared us for our new adventures 

in life.  

 

Sports Report by Mr Davison, Director of Sport 

And so we’re here – the final day of what has been the most strange and unexpected few months. On 

Wednesday we enjoyed the company of our Year 8 Leavers at the sports ground on Almshouse Lane 



(AHL). Maybe I should not have been surprised, but I do not mind admitting more than a tinge of 

emotion at seeing them all for the first time in months – and of thinking of them moving on.  I, and the 

rest of the Sports (and other staff) team, wish them EVERY happiness and success! It nudged me into 

thinking about their sporting journey, not just this year but over the past six years. The boys (and staff) 

can be very proud, and I look forward so much to hearing about their sporting exploits in the future (as 

well as supporting those coming back in September). 

 

Our time supporting the boys’ sporting fun at AHL over the past week or so has tied in so well with our 

support of National Schools Sports Week. This fantastic initiative was originally branded “at Home” so 

(although I expect many of our pupils stayed active in the garden) it was wonderful to be able to deliver 

live support at our lovely sports ground. Those who follow @SHSsport1865 Twitter will have seen event 

ambassador Anthony Joshua celebrate the millions who joined in last week. 

 

As promised in last week’s report – some sporting achievements of our pupils worthy of special mention: 

 

Target Shooting: 

Hearty congratulations to all the sharp-shooting Shrewsbury House School pupils who took part in the 

British Sporter League earlier this year. I am happy to report that it was (again!) another successful 

competition for our boys. All involved can be very proud of their progress and achieved standards. 

Special well done to our winners:  

Riley Osborne Y6 - Winner of Division 4 and winner of the ‘Highest Aggregate Score’ for Shrewsbury 

House School 

William Moore Y6 - Winner of Division 13 

William Moore Y6, Felix Worden Y4 and Benji Paul Y7 - Team winners of Division 5 

 

IAPS National Swimming Event: 

Well done to all the SHS swimmers who represented the school so well at the Downsend regional gala 
earlier this year as part of the IAPS National Swimming event. The regional round is based on 40 galas 
and attracts 4,500 competitors from 400 schools. Those who qualified in the top 20 would, in normal 
circumstances, qualify for the National Finals at the QE Olympic Park (event lost to Covid-19). Such a 
shame to be denied the chance to support our fantastic swimmers in the London Olympic 2012 pool! 
ALL involved should be very proud! Special nod to those that qualified as the top 20 fastest (in the whole 
country!): 
Ernie Hill - 50m Butterfly 
Zachary Elliott - 50m Breaststroke 
Ruairidh MacGregor Watson - 25m Backstroke 
Ernie Hill, Zachary Elliott, Max Thorburn, Aaryan Kamath - 4x25m Freestyle Relay 
 

Stay safe, stay active and have a wonderful summer. 

 

Building Imagination  

Please see below a message from one of our After School club providers: 

We are running a series of summer courses in 3D Design / 3D Printing, Virtual Reality and Game Design. 

For students who are interested, information on the courses can be seen here: 

www.buildingimagination.co.uk/online-clubs. In our aim to support as many students as possible, if 

students are keen, but cost is an issue, we have some internal grant funding to support students’ 

learning.  We'll also be running a series of free, one off sessions in these subjects as well as the Adobe 

Suite and BBC Micro:Bit. Free sessions are all here: www.buildingimagination.co.uk/session-booking. All 

of these sessions will be run by Building Imagination Teachers with enhanced DBS's and all other 

safeguarding measures. 

http://www.buildingimagination.co.uk/online-clubs
http://www.buildingimagination.co.uk/session-booking


Outside School Achievement 

George and James Chapman (Year 5 and Year 3) have been making face masks to sell, to raise money 

for the NHS. They raised £110, selling the masks for £5 each. Well done, George and James! 

 

Staffing News 

At the end of the academic year, we say a very fond farewell to Mrs Harding who is retiring after teaching 

at Shrewsbury House since 1998 and Mrs Lee who is retiring after teaching at SHS since 2006. A huge 

thank you to these two wonderful members of staff who have contributed so much to the rich fabric of 

Shrewsbury House life. We wish Mrs Harding and Mrs Lee a very happy retirement! 

Thank you also to our Gap students Elloise Budd, Sofia Benton, Tom McKinlay who are either continuing 

or starting their university studies in September.  

We also say goodbye to Mrs Reynolds (Matron) who is relocating to Wiltshire to work at Dauntsey’s 

School as a House Tutor, and Mrs McGrath (Head of Trust Marketing) who is returning to teach Media 

& Film at Esher College.  

I express huge gratitude to all the staff who are leaving for their commitment and dedication in the 

time that they have been with us. I look forward to sharing the details of the new members of staff 

who have been appointed, in September. 

 

To all our SHS families: have a wonderful summer! 

 

Kevin Doble 

Headmaster 


