
 

 

HEADMASTER’S NEWSLETTER 

 

Friday 18th September 2020 

 

Headmaster’s Assembly 

Joined by Year 6 in the Assembly Hall, I spoke about the extraordinary development of technology over 

the last few years. The boys’ rather blank faces confirmed my prediction that all bar a few of them had 

any inkling as to the existence of the Nokia ‘brick’ mobile phone, so ever-present a few years ago. I told 

the boys that the first ‘modern’ computer, which was presented by IBM exactly 60 years ago, weighed 

nearly 8000 times as much as an iPhone but was 17 million times less powerful. Indeed, the computer 

that guided Apollo 11 to the Moon was considerably less powerful than the first iPhone. With very few 

exceptions, the boys confirmed their familiarity with Skype and FaceTime, all recognising that lockdown 

had contributed to greater connectivity over video (how many of us used ‘Zoom’ as household word six 

months ago?). I am told that Elon Musk’s scientists are working on developing technology that can be 

implanted in a person’s head, allowing future pupils to forego having to learn their times tables or their 

Latin declensions, as this information would instantly be processed for them online through the 

connected device. Wide eyes awaited my response as I asked whether school would become 

unnecessary as a consequence. As we have seen so clearly over the last six months, the true value of 

school lies not in the presentation and absorption of knowledge. Instead, the experience of human 

interaction, engagement and discourse is fundamentally more important than the knowledge that 

subsequently would be able to flow from these encounters. School provides opportunities for us to learn 

to relate to others who are not family or established friends. School allows us to find ways of being 

creative, even when we do not seek or want the challenge. School entreats us to be collaborative, even 

when we believe that we should go it alone. School teaches us that knowledge is only ever useful when 

it is constructively, contextually and appropriately employed and applied.  

Today we completed our first full week of school on site for over six months. It is so important we 

continue to make the most of the exceptionally valuable opportunities this coming-together offers us. 

We can do this through ensuring that we contribute positively and thoughtfully to tutor groups and to 

those many unstructured moments when we are at play, are dining or when we are chatting as we 

navigate the new traffic routes around the site. In thinking about the importance of the soft skills, 

increasingly we will appreciate how best to use the knowledge we are acquiring.  

Many congratulations to all of the boys who were awarded their Merit Badge in Assembly this week. 

Very well done on demonstrating such laudable effort last term. The full list of boys can be found on 

our website here 

 

Tutor Session Report by Mr Eaves, Head of Pastoral Care 

This week the boys have continued to settle into their new tutor groups. This week saw the 

introduction of our 'no screen Tuesday tutor session.' The idea is that we will ring-fence part of their 

week where screens will not be involved and all forms of other activities can take place. We are 

focusing very much on boy led discussions and sessions, with a number of different areas being 

explored. One tutor group has set themselves the challenge of learning 10 words in 5 different 

languages (all spoken by boys in that group), while another decided that this week they would enjoy a 

game of Shrewsbury House themed picture bingo! Other groups are looking at areas of interest of the 

https://www.shrewsburyhouse.net/?p=4125&preview=true


boys in that group and will be structuring their sessions around these. It will be fascinating to see how 

some of these projects develop as the year goes on.  

Year 7 & 8 Prize Giving Assembly 

Year 7 & 8 enjoyed a socially distanced outdoor Prize Giving Assembly on 

Wednesday morning, where Mr Doble announced the prize winners from the 

end of the summer term. This allowed the boys the opportunity to pick up 

their very well deserved awards in person. Mr Doble also spoke to our senior 

boys about how well they had adapted to the new systems in place at school 

and how lovely it was that they were able to celebrate their achievements 

from last year face to face, albeit at a suitable distance. We look forward to 

celebrating Year 5 & 6's achievements from last year, next week (weather 

permitting!). 

 

Sports Report by Mr Davison, Director of Sport 

It is lovely to be celebrating already some wonderful House cricket this week. With the weather kindly 

playing ball, the friendly competition has been running every day. The matches are adjusted according 

to Year group and ability – ensuring ALL boys have the chance to contribute with both ball and bat. I 

was lucky enough to be supporting the Year 3 U8 Grenville and Nelson Vikings in their epic contest on 

Tuesday. Quick fire cricket with so much to celebrate – a great start to the week! By the time we 

complete this sporting week, boys from all Year groups will have had the chance to participate in 

House cricket. Please do read the update from Head of Cricket, Mr Baker, below. 

The PE staff team have made a bright start to supporting the boys’ participation in the House 

pentathlon. As the House cricket competition winds down, we will afford all the boys the chance to 

run, throw and jump their way to success. 

Our focus will always be on the boys’ enjoyment of sport, alongside their skills development, so the 

importance of material results tends to come second. Of course competition has its place in the boys’ 

development and for those that would like to keep abreast of the House cricket event – results can be 

found on the SHS website. An invitation and reminder that we have an SHS Sport Twitter feed: 

@SHSSport1865. All are welcome to follow us! 

Do enjoy a wonderful weekend! 

House Cricket Report from Mr Baker 

In Games this week, the boys have been taking part in House 

Cricket. With the weather set fair, the boys have been hitting 6's, 

taking crucial wickets and some of the catching on show has been 

top class! We spoke on Thursday to the boys about the important 

values associated with sport, and I am happy to report that respect 

and perseverance were evident to see. The leagues will be 

completed next week and the boys have thoroughly enjoyed the 

fast-paced excitement that House Cricket brings. Well done to all of 

the boys for an action packed week of cricket. The final results will be published in next week’s 

newsletter. 

 



 

Football Camp – Cobham Academy  

Run from Tuesday 27th – Friday 30th Oct 2020, this camp will be hosted at Shrewsbury House School 

and operated by Cobham Academy Ltd. It will led by Billy Davison in his capacity as Director of the 

above sports camp operators. Please click here for the October Half Term Football Camp booking 

form.  

Team of the Week 

The sports Team of the Week is selected by all sports staff. Selection reflects recognition of pupils who 

have displayed a positive and focused attitude to their sport during the week. Once fixtures 

commence, it is possible that boys' performance in school matches is also recognised. Energy, effort, 

positivity, kindness and support of others are all traits that inform selection for Team of the Week. 

Team of the Week 

1. Daniel Adams 
2. Louis Deverill 
3. Aston Frame 
4. Vardhan Mehrotra 
5. Frederick von Kaltenborn 
6. Benjamin Stone 
7. Robert Richards 
8. Josh Patel 
9. Luke Curle 
10. Theo Broby 
11. Ayush Agrawal 
12. Oliver Starling 
13. Harry Whiting 
14. Tom Saunders 
15. Kingsley Jones 
16. Seva Musatov 
17. Theo O'Donnell 
18. Charlie Hulme 

Team of the Week (Junior) 

1. Alexander Curle 
2. Joseph Donald 
3. Jack Doyle 
4. Lewis Moran 
5. Magnus Hansen 
6. Sacha Bali 
7. Ollie Campbell 
8. Kevin Ruo 
9. Barney Mitchell 
10. Charlie Linton 
11. William Dennis 
12. Samuel Hackshall 
13. Adrian Zhang 
14. Caspar Davis Broomfield 
15. Wilbur Jones 
16. Alexander Wright 
17. Ishaan Devesher 

https://cobhamacademy.wufoo.com/forms/x1bknhn90ko6xfe/


18. Luca Hazell 
19. Toprak Kurtulus 
20. Joshua Ripley 
21. Ronan McNamara 

   

Year 8 Ecology Project 

This week Year 8 have been getting to grips with their ecology topic 

with some practical sampling techniques on the school grounds. 

They were able to estimate the population of certain plants in the 

area and then identify features which affected the distribution, 

such as paths and shady areas.  

 

Outside School Achievements 

 
Luther Dent (Year 7) passed Grade 2 Rock School Electric Guitar. 
 
Thomas Byrne (Year 6) had a successful trumpet audition for a local youth orchestra and is thrilled to 

have been invited to join the Stoneleigh Youth Training Orchestra. 

Congratulations to both Luther and Thomas. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

We are delighted to let you know that next Friday, 25th September, the school will be participating in 

the Macmillan Coffee Morning, raising funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. Details of the charity can 

be found at https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk/.  

This school's involvement in this very worthwhile cause was initiated 7 years ago by 2016 SHOBs 

Clément and Jérémy, who have continued to support this from their secondary school. It would be 

wonderful if all of the boys could bring in £1 (or more if they would like to) in return for one of the 

donated croissants. 

Tatler School Guide  

It was a real honour to see Shrewsbury House School included in this year’s Tatler Schools Guide, 

which recognises what they judge to be the top prep and public schools in the UK. Click here to read 

our listing. 

Senior Schools Information 

Brighton College Virtual Open Morning: 

Saturday 26th September 2020 

Saturday 23rd January 2021 

Saturday 24th April 2021 

To book, call 01273 704200 or email registrar@brightoncollege.net 

Caterham School Virtual Open Morning:   

Saturday 19 September from 9.30am 

Click here for details, including registration for this event.  

 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk/
https://www.shrewsburyhouse.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Tatler-Schools-Guide-2021.pdf
mailto:registrar@brightoncollege.net
https://www.caterhamschool.co.uk/admissions/open-days-and-visits/
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Headmaster 

 

    


